


Nov. 15 at the Media Theatre

Comcast Cares  
about the SPCA
Hundreds of volunteers helped to give the 
SPCA grounds a makeover as part of Comcast 
Cares Day on May 3. Comcast employees 
and their families came from throughout 
the area to dig, plant, mulch, and generally 
beautify the grounds in front of the SPCA. 
They planted dozens of shrubs and flowers 
and spread 22 tons of river rock and yards 
and yards of dirt, mulch and sand.

Children and adults alike were shoveling, digging and pulling weeds. As part of the Comcast Cares Day 
program, the Comcast Foundation donated $9,750 in grant funds to support SPCA’s operations. The Crozer-
Keystone Health System and the ConocoPhillips Trainer Refinery also supported the daylong effort.

“The Delaware County SPCA is the perfect place to give back to the community,” said Tony DiTommaso, 
Comcast’s director of government and community relations. “Our employees just loved this project and it 
had the highest participation rate among the projects in our region.”

Media Theatre 
goes to the dogs

The SPCA partnered 
with the Media 
Theatre this past 
spring to promote 
both the children’s 
production of 101 
Dalmations and 
dogs available for 
adoption at the 
shelter. Throughout 

the month of April, SPCA volunteers brought 
adoptable shelter dogs to the theatre. Before each 
show began, the dogs went on stage while an SPCA 
representative gave the audience an overview of 
the shelter. The dogs remained in the theatre lobby 
during and after the show so audience members 
could meet and greet them.

Cast members of the show also toured the shelter 
to learn the proper way to care for dogs and 
other pets.  “Partnering with the Media Theatre 
helped both organizations promote their work 
and was a lot of fun for the cast members and the 
shelter volunteers,” said Bill Tyson, who serves 
on the boards of both the SPCA and the theatre. 
“We look forward to working together on future 
productions.”

SPCA participates 
in Bastille Day  
on State Street 

Edna, a one-year-old 
terrier mix, and half 
a dozen other dogs 
available for adoption 
dazzled the crowd in 
downtown Media when 
she strutted her stuff as 
part of an outdoor fashion 

show.  The event was held with the Bastille 
Day celebration in July, part of the Media Arts 
Council’s monthly Second Saturday series.  Edna 
wore a pink and black button down dress with 
a ruffled skirt.  Others wore Phillies jerseys or 
various accessories.  Special thanks to Melissa 
Prorock of Media’s Four Paws pet shop for her 
assistance with the fashion show.  All of the 
participants were successfully adopted!

SPCA Pets go to 
Senator Pileggi’s 
Senior Expo

The SPCA was 
among the many 
companies and 
o rgan i za t ions 
that participated 
in Pennsylvania 
Senator Dominic 
Pileggi’s annual 
Senior Expo 
at Neumann 
College on May 
30.  Senator 

Pileggi is holding a kitten that was available for 
adoption.  This sweet little kitten stole the hearts 
of everyone who came up to see her at the Expo, 
as well as the vendors who participated.  She was 
adopted shortly after attending the Expo.

Two of Pennsylvania’s favorite local singer-
songwriters – Jim Boggia from Philadelphia and Bill 
Deasy from Pittsburgh – will lend their talents to 
the Delaware County SPCA’s second annual Concert 
for Critters. The event will be held on Saturday, 
November 15 at 7:30 p.m. at the Media Theatre.

Tickets are $20 each and are available at the theatre 
box office, 104 E. State Street in Media; by phone at 
(610) 891-0100, or on the theatre’s website, www.
mediatheatre.org.

Jim Boggia is a favorite of Philly audiences and radio 
station WXPN. With three albums out, he has gained 
impressive career momentum in a short amount of 
time. Blackberry selected one of his tracks for a new 
ad campaign and his songs have also been featured 
on MTV’s Real World and ABC-TV’s Men In Trees. 
He’s developed a loyal grass-roots fan base for his 
dynamic, improvisational live shows.

Bill Deasy plays to sell out crowds in his native 
Pittsburgh, and has a growing following in the 
Philadelphia region. Deasy has that rare ability to 
really touch people through his songwriting, using 
his life experience to create songs that people can 
relate to. His song “Good Things Are Happening” 
was used in a commercial for ABC’s Good Morning 
America – the campaign was intended to last 
only 10 weeks but it became so successful that it 
remained on the air for 3 ½ years. 

Volunteer and Foster Programs
Our volunteer program has grown by leaps and bounds this past year, with more than 200 volunteers 

helping in many capacities. The opportunities range from working at the shelter walking dogs and helping 

in the cat adoption room to our Foster Program and Outreach Program. Our outreach volunteers go out 

into the community each week with animals available for adoption. Our foster families provide homes 

for animals while they await a permanent adoption. Volunteers can also assist with administrative tasks, 

special events, photography and a host of other important jobs.

Microchipping 
& Vaccination 
Clinics

October 7, 3-6 p.m.

November 4, 3-6 p.m.

$10 per each vaccination

$25 per microchip

Please vaccinate and 
microchip your pets!
Clinics will not be held December, 
January, February or March due  
to the weather.

Comcast  
employee makes 
a connection
When Mike Ersek volunteered his time as part 
of Comcast Cares Day, he left the SPCA with 
more than just the rewarding feeling of a job 
well done.  The Comcast construction supervisor 
added a new addition to his family: a three-
month-old basset hound puppy.

It must have 
been fate. 
Mike and his 
wife, Debbie, 
had adopted 
a basset 
hound from 
the Delaware 
County SPCA in 1991. Their beloved Missy had 
just recently passed away. And while puppies are 
usually adopted very quickly from the shelter, 
Mike benefitted from a bit of luck – the basset 
had just come in the night before, and Mike 
arrived extra early the next morning because 
he was one of the coordinators for Comcast’s 
volunteer effort.

“We weren’t planning on adopting so soon, but 
as soon as I saw her that was it,” Mike said. 
“We fell in love with Dazey instantly and she’s 
been a great addition to our family and our 
other dogs.”

Your kind contributions will help us to provide food, 

care and shelter for the thousands of homeless, 

unwanted animals who come to us each year. If you 

would like to donate online, 

please visit our website (www.

delcospca.org) and click on 

the PayPal button.

A thoughtful way to remember 

your friends or loved ones 

is to send a donation to 

the Delaware County 

SPCA in their memory. We 

will send an acknowledgement to the 

family letting them know who made  

a donation in memory of their loved one. We also 

send an acknowledgement to the donor.

Planned gifts are the ultimate expression of 

confidence and commitment to the Delaware 

County SPCA and of caring and concern for the 

health and welfare of the 

animals we serve. These gifts 

can be funded using cash, 

securities, annuities or estate 

gifts. Gifts made to the SPCA 

are exempt from income, gift 

and estate taxes to the extent 

of and in the amount provided 

by federal and state laws.

If you would like to discuss the future plans and 

programs of the SPCA and how you can support  

these efforts, please contact Fran Franchi, 

development director, at (610) 566-1370 x117.

Halloween  
Parade in Media
The organizers of the annual Delaware County 

Halloween Parade in Media have invited a limited 

number of SPCA alumni dogs to participate in this 

year’s parade in costume. The parade is on Saturday, 

October 25 at 1 p.m., with lineup at 12:15. Dogs 

should be comfortable around crowds and remain 

on leash at all times. The parade route is just under 

one mile. If you are interested in participating, please 

contact the SPCA at (610) 566-1370 x117.

Please note:  The Halloween Parade takes place 

during a portion of the SPCA Fall Festival at Rose 

Tree Park.

On a normal day at home most of us don’t think that 
we will have an opportunity to make a difference 
in the world but that is exactly what happened to 
Sandy. Sandy had been going through her normal 
routine when she had a visitor came to her door. 
A neighbor had found Daisy, a shepherd collie mix 
type dog, running loose again. 

When this neighbor and friend had taken Daisy 
back to her owner, the owner explained that he had 
taken her to his vet who informed him that Daisy 
needed to have surgery. Daisy had not been spayed 
making her more susceptible to getting cancerous 
mammary masses. These masses needed to be 
removed. Daisy’s owner explained that he knew 
Daisy would not be able to be saved. 

Instead of providing any care for Daisy, her 
owner did something that would make any 
animal lover’s heart break. He opened the  
gate to his yard and made a wish for Daisy 
to run away and never come back. Daisy’s 
owner told her to go ahead and take the dog. 
He had already gotten another to replace her. 

This confession enraged Sandy, a veterinary 
technician who had worked to rescue dogs from 
abusive situations in the past. She immediately 
contacted Bill Vernon, the SPCA’s humane officer,   

knowing the SPCA would provide care for Daisy 
and prevent her owner from getting away with this 
cruel act. 

Springfield Animal Hospital and its caring staff 
ensured Daisy’s medical needs were met. The dog 
who was left for dead by her owner was provided 
with this life saving surgery by Dr. Omar Farias 
Llovet. 

Thanks to her neighbor, Sandy, Springfield Animal 
Hospital and the SPCA, Daisy the dog who wasn’t 

going to make it another year is now a year past her 
ordeal. Her owner was prosecuted and found guilty 
of animal cruelty. In Daisy’s case when the door to 
her owner’s heart shut, the window to a new life  
was opened. 
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Learn more about  
the artists and  
their music at:

www.myspace.com/jimboggia
www.myspace.com/billdeasy
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Your support makes a difference

A thoughtful way to 
remember your friends  

or loved ones is to  
send a donation to the  
Delaware County SPCA  

in their memory.

Keeping Cruelty in Check

If you are interested in volunteering,  

please contact volunteer@delcospca.org  

or go to our website at www.delcospca.org 

and sign up on line. 

Concert for Critters

For winter  
safety tips visit:

www.delcospca.orgDid you know?
From January to August of this year, the SPCA’s 
humane officer responded to 1,160 cruelty 
complaints.

Popular Philly singer-songwriter Jim Boggia 
performs at the Concert for Critters at the 
Media Theatre on November 15.

Daisy (front center) (All of the other dogs in  
the photo have been adopted from the SPCA)




